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Rediscovering
Lost Region
the

Interview by Lance Nixon

M

IDWESTERN HISTORY MAY be one of America’s great untold stories,
if attorney and historian Jon Lauck is right about it – and he believes
more historians need to set to the task of examining that past. An
adviser to U.S. Sen. John Thune, Lauck published a new book on Dec.
1 through the University of Iowa Press. It’s called, The
Lost Region: Toward a Revival of Midwestern History.
Below is a Q-and-A interview with Lauck about his
arguments in the book, which has already been hailed by
Deirdre McCloskey, distinguished professor of history at the
University of Illinois at Chicago, as “the definitive manifesto for
a new Midwestern historiography.”
Jon Lauck grew up on a farm near Madison and attended
South Dakota State University in Brookings for his
undergraduate degree and then earned his Ph.D. in history
Jon Lauck
at the University of Iowa. He also has a law degree from the
University of Minnesota.
Lauck’s book retails for $35. Find it at area bookstores or order it directly
from the University of Iowa Press by calling 800-621-2736. Or order it online at
www.uiowapress.org.
Q: You title your book, The Lost Region:
Toward a Revival of Midwestern History.
That’s evocative of how journalist Eric
Sevareid in his autobiography described
his home state of North Dakota – “a large,
rectangular blank spot in the nation’s
mind.” Why does it seem that we in the
Midwest are so forgettable?
A: It says, in part, that people in
the middle of the country generally
aren’t in charge of determining what
is remembered and what is forgotten.
People in the midlands, it seems to me,
need to be a bit more assertive when
it comes to their place in the broader
culture. That includes doing more to
promote the field of Midwestern history.

Q: You observe near the close of your book
that “a Google search returns 20 times more
material about the history of New England
compared to the Midwest and nearly 350
times as much material about the history of
the American South.” Do you see reasons for
this imbalance?
A: New England and the Old South are
well-defined entities in comparison to
the Midwest, so that bolsters their identity. Those regions are also much more
conscious of studying their heritage and
history and conveying it to younger generations. The Midwest isn’t good at that,
as the collapse of Midwestern history
demonstrates.
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