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2013 SD Legislature marked by bipartisanship
BY DAVID ROOKHUYZEN

DAVID.ROOKHUYZEN@CAPJOURNAL.COM

Party warfare may be a part
of American politics, but in
South Dakota it appears that, for
now, all is quiet on the partisan
front.
Lawmakers
and
others
around the Capitol say the
state’s 88th legislative session
was marked by heightened cooperation between Republicans
and Democrats. The wide support and passage of such bills
as SB 70, an overhaul of the

“Really what people want is to see
results. My constituents don’t want
petty partisanship,”

criminal justice system, and
SB 235, an economic development bill, contrasted with a
teacher improvement bill and
other measures pushed by Gov.
Dennis Daugaard last session
that were eventually referred to
ballot and defeated by voters in
November.
David Owens, a lobbyist for
the South Dakota Chamber of
Commerce and Industry, said
the cooperative atmosphere is
in part because 2012 was such a
politically charged year.
With the success of refer-

David Lust, South Dakota House
majority leader

ring several laws to the ballot,
Democrats established they had
real political skill. After going
through such battles, there’s
been a real conscious effort to
reach across the aisle, Owens
said.

“It’s been a very productive
and positive thing for the legislative process,” he said.
Sen.
Jason
Frerichs,
D-Wilmot, the Senate minority leader, agreed that the prime
reason for the heightened bipar-

tisanship was the bills forced to
the ballot last year. Both sides
still have their identity, but had
to come together to accomplish
certain things, he said.
“Our
friends
on
the
Republican side had to work
with us and we had to cooperate
with them,” Frerichs said.
He also said cooperation
spread from the leadership to
the rank-and-file members.
Frerichs pointed out SB 84,
which created a commission to
See SESSION, A8

THE ‘LANE’
TO THE TITLE
GOVS CLINCH FIRST
STATE TITLE IN 31
YEARS
STORY AND PHOTOS
BY WADE LAROCHE

WADE.LAROCHE@CAPJOURNAL.COM

SIOUX FALLS, S.D. — The
2012-13 version of the Pierre
Governors cemented their legacy by bringing home a state
championship.
The Governors marched
into Sioux Falls and took
over the city at the
State AA Basketball
Tournament
by
doing what no
Pierre team in
the past three
decades has been
able to do.

Mapping power:
Clusters of clout
in Legislature
BY BOB MERCER

STATE CAPITOL BUREAU

PIERRE – When it comes to clout, no other
place has the power base that Rapid City, the
Black Hills and the western ranch counties
do in the 2013 session of the Legislature.
The speaker of the House is Republican
Brian Gosch of Rapid City. The House
Republican majority leader is David Lust
of Rapid City. Two of the House Republican
whips – lieutenants in the leadership chain
– are Kristin Conzet and Jacquline Sly of
Rapid City.
See POWER, A8

Area News A2-A3

Opinion A4

early in the season, making
many question the Govs’ title
hopes. Those questions fell
on deaf ears though as the
Governors ignored the criticism and grinded to right their
wrongs.
“We had to be a strongwilled group and
our kids
devel-

It was the perfect end to a
season that saw the Governors
win their first ESD title in 31
years as well as their first district title in seven years.
“It feels great, it’s been such
a long time since Pierre won a
basketball championship and
we’ve never had an AA title,”
Governors coach Terry Becker
said. “These kids have done a
lot of things that haven’t been
done in a long time and you
just had that feeling that they
were destined to make this
happen.”
The
Governors
began their season as
the state’s top-ranked
team but their date with
destiny wasn’t a flawless one. Pierre endured
a four-game losing
streak

oped that throughout this season,” Becker said. “We fell to
2-4 early in the season and a lot
of people probably wrote us off.
They hung in there and kept
fighting. Next thing you know,
we get to this point.”
Losing a game is
one thing but the
Governors
w i l l

be forever remembered for
another cause. Pierre didn’t
have Conrad Adam on the floor
because of the junior’s battle
with cancer but he was a big
part of the Governors’ success
this season.
The season that will be
remembered for Adam’s courage through tough times had
its perfect close. Adam
suited up in uniform
for the Governors
during Saturday’s
championship
game,
giving
Pierre its complete team when
the stakes were
See GOVS, A8

Fort Pierre depot is on the way home
BY CAPITAL JOURNAL STAFF
NEWS@CAPJOURNAL.COM

The historic Fort Pierre
depot is on its way home.
A crew moved the old
building out of Mud Butte
on Friday morning and
stopped in Faith over
the weekend, said Gary
Grittner of the Bring It
Home Committee.
The moving crew should
have the building all the
way to Fort Pierre on
either Monday or Tuesday,
Grittner said.
At
a
Fort
Pierre
City
Council
meeting in January, Sharpe
Enterprises of Pierre was
awarded the contract to
move the original Fort
Pierre train depot from
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Buel Maberry of Maberry Housemoving guides the 1906 Fort Pierre Railroad Depot Building onto Highway 212 early Friday morning. The Depot
had spent the past 50 years in the care of rancher Shirley Miller, who purchased the Depot Building as surplus in 1964 and had the building moved
to his ranch near Mud Butte. (Courtesy of Patrick M Callahan)
a ranch near Mud Butte
back to its home city, a distance of about 176 miles,
for $54,000.
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Crews have been at work
on the footings and foundation in December and
January in preparation for
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the depot’s return. Sharpe
Enterprises of Pierre also
has the $69,020 contract for
that portion of the work.
The depot was built in
1906 as part of the Chicago
and NorthWestern railroad
system but was sold as surplus property in 1964. The
depot was long thought to
have been destroyed until
it was discovered doing
duty as a farm building on
the property of rancher
Shirley Miller near Mud
Butte. Miller has donated
the building back to the
Verendrye Museum.
Fort Pierre’s Verendrye
Museum is leading the
effort to return and restore
the depot, which is expected to cost about $650,000,
Grittner said.
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