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CHECKING IN

JUST SHORT

Rediscovering
the Hotel St. Charles and
the dreams of Charles Hyde C1

Lady Govs’ season ends with
five-set loss at Region 2AA
Tournament in Rapid City B1

SD ponders response to change in health care law
BY CHET BROKAW
ASSOCIATED PRESS

PIERRE, S.D. (AP) — South
Dakota insurance regulators
said Thursday they need more
time to study President Barack
Obama’s announcement that
insurance companies will be
allowed to keep offering their
customers plans that would
otherwise be canceled under
the federal health care law.
The president said the
administrative changes would
give insurance companies the
option to extend for one more

sand South Dakota residents
who are due to lose their existing policies.
State Insurance Director
Merle Scheiber said his agency is sorting through how the
president’s
announcement
would affect insurance companies and their customers.
“The president’s new direction requires a detailed analysis in order to identify the best
options for consumers and
businesses. We will do what is
best for South Dakotans and
are demanding more details
regarding this policy change,”

Sanford was in the process of canceling about 2,000 health policies in
South Dakota, while Avera was moving 800 to other policies because
their old plans didn’t meet the new
requirements.
year policies that would otherwise be canceled because they
don’t meet the standards set in
the Affordable Care Act. State
officials would have to approve
those changes.
Obama’s policy change
could affect at least a few thou-

Texas lawyer:
‘I took EB-5
information
to FBI and
senator’

Scheiber said in a written
statement.
Officials with Avera Health
Plans and Sanford Health
Plans said they intend to
extend policies that would otherwise be canceled, if the state
allows them to do so. But they
said the state would have to
make quick decisions about
the plans and rates.
“The timeline we have to
get this done is very short.
It’s not as simple as saying
we’re going to continue the
plans we currently have,” said
Ruth Krystopolski of Sanford

Health Plan. “Our intention is
to figure out how to best serve
the customers we have.”
Sanford was in the process
of canceling about 2,000 health
policies in South Dakota,
while Avera was moving 800
to other policies because their
old plans didn’t meet the new
requirements.
Heidi Engelhart of Aberdeen
said she would like to keep the
plan that covers her family,
which includes her husband
and two children, if that’s
See HEALTH CARE, A8

Hillsview active, busy during
first post-flood season
BY DAVID ROOKHUYZEN

DAVID.ROOKHUYZEN@CAPJOURNAL.COM

BY BOB MERCER

STATE CAPITOL BUREAU

A Texas lawyer said this week he gave
information to the FBI and to a U.S. senator that triggered investigations of several South Dakota meatpacking projects
that received money from immigrant
investors seeking U.S. visas under the
federal EB-5 program.
Kirby Roberts, whose office is at
Port Aransas, Texas, says he has been
involved in representing one side of a
leadership split in the Hutterite Church
See EB-5, A3

Fatal stabbing
victim identified
BY CAPITAL JOURNAL STAFF
NEWS@CAPJOURNAL.COM

Police have identified the man who
died from a fatal stabbing in Pierre
Tuesday night.
According to the Pierre Police
Department, Stephen Jones, 43, from
Fort Thompson was stabbed during an
incident with his brother Clement, 46,
also from Fort Thompson, in an apartment on the 400 block of South Ree
Street. Both men received knife wounds.
Law enforcement responded to the
scene shortly before 7 p.m. on Tuesday
evening, and both men were taken to
Avera St. Mary’s Hospital by American
Medical Rescue ambulance service.
Jones was pronounced dead at the hospital. His brother is still being treated and
is in fair condition, police said.
Captain Elton Blemaster of the Pierre
Police Department said the incident
remains under investigation and no
criminal charges have been filed at this
time. At no point was the public in danger, he said.

Mayor Laurie Gill plans quality
vacation time in Watertown

Despite a shortened season and some
remaining recovery to be done, Hillsview
Golf Course was back in full swing in
2013, enjoying its best year ever.
The golf course wrapped up its
first post-flood season Monday,
after closing in 2011 and remaining shut down throughout 2012
to speed recovery during a
hot, dry summer. The numbers crunched so far show
the golf course in excellent
fiscal condition, improving
over previous years, even if
it’s not completely up to par
yet physically.
For the 2013 season, the
revenue brought into the
city through a combination of green fees, season
passes, cart rentals, cart
storage and tournament fees
was $506,184. In comparison,
those same revenue sources
brought in $498,563 in 2010 and
$478,057 in 2009.
What makes those numbers
more impressive is the golf course
opened this season on April 27, a
month later than normal because of
a cold, snowy spring. All together there
were 200 days of play at the course this
season.
Tom Farnsworth, the city’s Parks and
Recreation director, said the city sold 424 season passes for the 2013, which is close, but
below, the number it has sold in previous years.
One trend he and others have noticed this
year was that people waited to buy season passes, opting to pay green fees instead, in order to
first see what condition the course was in. But
the revenue and number of season passes show
that the community has come back to its golf
course, he said.
Farnsworth said the success of the course
this year also validates the city’s decision in
2012 not to open the course in order to allow
more time for recovery. Even opening for
See GOLF, A8

At right, Carin Hayn, manager of Hillsview Golf Course,
counted more than 26,000 players and 350,000 golf balls
hit on the driving range at the reopened course this season.
At top, a decoration around a tee box on the Hillsview Golf
Course is seen. (David Rookhuyzen/Capital Journal)

BY CAPITAL JOURNAL STAFF
NEWS@CAPJOURNAL.COM

As the Pierre Governors face off against
the Watertown Arrows at the Dakota Dome
in Vermillion tonight,
more is on the line than
a Class 11AA championship football game.
Pierre Mayor Laurie
Gill has entered into a bet
with Watertown Mayor
Steve Thorson – to be solemnized through a handshake before the action
starts – over the outcome Laurie Gill
of Friday’s game.
The rules are simple. Whichever team
wins, the mayor of that town will be treated
to a dinner for two and one-night stay at
the hotel of their choosing in the losing
mayor’s town.
The Capital Journal has learned that
Gill is already anticipating an eventful and
interesting stay in Watertown.
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Rounds decries federal government during stop in Pierre
BY DAVID ROOKHUYZEN

Currently Rounds is one
of four Republican contenders for the Senate seat being
Former governor Mike vacated by Tim Johnson
Rounds laid out what he next year. Rick Weiland
considered to be
is running for the
major defects with
seat as a Democrat
how the country
and Kurt Evans as a
is being run while
Libertarian.
speaking in Pierre.
The reoccurring
Rounds, a canpoint of Rounds’
didate for the U.S.
remarks was dissatSenate
in
next
isfaction with the
year’s
election,
federal government,
addressed a group
with an emphasis
of 25 who gathered Mike Rounds
on deregulation and
for a meeting of the
encouraging busiHughes and Stanley County ness.
Republicans at Jake’s Good
He talked about the 2011
Time Place on Thursday.
flood when he saw local

employees of the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers working
day and night to help, while
it seemed the higher-ups in
the Corps had messed up
and created a bad situation
in the first place. The incident brought back a feeling that local government
works, but that isn’t true on
the national level, he said.
“America is not broken;
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“I just think a little South Dakota common
sense will go a long way in Washington,”

Mike Rounds, candidate for U.S. Senate

Facebook.com/capitaljournal

D.C. is broken,” Rounds
said.
He praised the way the
state has approached its
budgets, Medicare expansion and encouraging business, often comparing it
with missteps in national
policy.
“I just think a little South
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